The angular leaf spot disease deprives producers and consumers of common bean in Africa and Latin America of a vital source of protein and other essential nutrients. Genetic resistance is a costeffective solution to control this disease, but resistance is often ephemeral due to the changing virulence of the pathogen; hence, only a few resistant varieties are available.
In the July-August 2019 issue of Crop Science, researchers give a comprehensive review of the genetic resistance in common bean, the changing virulence of the pathogen, and an account of the activities of three resistance breeding programs in Latin America and Africa.
The authors report that the virulence of the pathogen has changed significantly during the last 35 years, but novel technologies, including the availability of the common bean genome, are improving and accelerating breeding for genetic resistance research.
This publication presents crucial information that plant breeders, pathologists, and geneticists can use in research as well as to develop common bean cultivars with durable angular leaf spot resistance for sustainable common bean production.
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